FIRST OVER EVEREST
The consequences of the delay were unfortunate, for when
the akcraft rose through the haze, encountered at a height of
19,000 feet, Kangchenjunga appeared tantalisingly close on the
port bow, perfectly clear and free from clouds; but by the time
the mountain was reached, 1,500 feet of cloud completely
enveloped the top. This piece of bad luck definitely prevented
us from going vertically over the summit or obtaining a clear
picture of the upper part of the mountain. From the photo-
graph it will be seen that the summit only shows dimly through
the clouds; when it was taken die aeroplane was almost verti-
cally over the summit.
The 'planes took off separately at ten o'clock, it being the
first occasion on which either Fellowes or Ellison had flown
this type of aircraft. They climbed slowly at first though the
haze to gain familiarity with the controls, and by the time 12,000
feet was reached, both pilots felt thoroughly at home with their
machines. At that height Fellowes pulled his oxygen mask up
to his face; he had carefully adjusted this when on the ground,
but found that the system of straps which had appeared so
satisfactory on the aerodrome, now failed completely to hold the
mask in position on his face, if he moved his head at all. This
meant that every time he looked at the instruments, or over the
side or tail, he had to readjust his mask, and eventually to hold
it on with his hand. Ellison was experiencing the same difficulty.
To quote Fellowes' own description of ensuing events:
"Finding that I could hold my mask on with my left hand,
without unduly interfering with control of the machine, I
decided to go on mainly because the expedition's supply of
fuel and oxygen had been finely cut, and it would have been
difficult to justify another experimental flight over Kangchen-
iunga, supplied as we were with a limited quantity of petrol
and oxygen to make this attempt. So we proceeded, and at
19,000 feet obtained our first sight of the mountain over the
haze, although still some distance from the hills which rise
steeply from the plains on which our aerodrome was situated.
They are only a few hundred feet above sea-level and extend
196

